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Local robotics team competes at nationals April 15-17

By Jennifer L. Williams

247-4644
April 15, 2010
HAMPTON

— NASA Knights Team 122 from New Horizons Regional Education Centers will compete in
the FIRST Robotics Championship Thursday through Saturday at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

The team qualified for the national competition by winning the Chairman's Award at the Virginia
Regional in Richmond on March 20. The Chairman's Award is based on a team's community
outreach and its promotion of science and technology, as well as skill in robotics. It is the highest
given at the regional and is considered an even higher honor than winning the annual robot-
building competition sponsored by FIRST — For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology.

"It is so much fun and it's such a good learning activity," said Team 122 coordinator Joanne
Talmage.

Team 122 consists of students from the six local school districts that New Horizons serves, as
well as home-schooled and private school students. The districts are Hampton, Newport News,
Williamsburg-James City, York, Poquoson and Gloucester.

The NASA Knights are one of 10 teams from Virginia that will be competing in the Atlanta
event.

Preparations this week included going over presentations for the Chairman's Award, updating
scrapbooks that document team community service and outreach, and last-minute checks to
make sure everything was ready. Competition begins at 1 p.m. Thursday.

The team is traveling by chartered bus. The team's robot was shipped directly from another event
in North Carolina to Atlanta and should already be there, Talmage said Tuesday.
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